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Household cat snoozes in living room that reflects turn-of-century elegance. 


Pittock-Leadbetter House 
remains Queen Anne gem 


As part of The Columbian’s state Centenni- 
al coverage, the At Home section will guide 
readers through local historic homes. The 
stories will be published on the first Sunday 
of each month. 


By BOB BECK 
The Columbian 

CAMAS — Nestled among tall fir trees on 
the northeast edge of Lacamas Lake, the 
Pittock-Leadbetter House probably is the 
most-photographed home in Clark County. 

It is brick-red with white columns. From 
the hillside directly across the lake, it appears 
almost exactly as it did in 1902, when Henry 
L. Pittock, who founded Camas, among many 
other achievements, had it built as a wedding 
gift for his son and daughter-in-law, Freder- 
ick and Bertha Leadbetter Pittock. 

While the stately home in its sylvan setting 
has remained the same over nearly 90 years, 
the view directly across the lake where the 
Pittock family once had another home has 
undergone a complete change. 

“One day I woke up and heard tractors 
roaring,” said Jo Justice, who has lived in the 
historic house for the past three years. 
“Before I knew it, all the trees had 
disappeared from the hillside.” 

Justice was referring to the Lacamas 
Shores luxury housing development, where 
developer Tom Shipler is in the process of 
building 623 new bomes and a golf course. 
Several houses already are completed. 

Justice is philosophical about what is going 
on across the lake. “I guess it’s progress," she 
said, “It be worse,” 

which she lives is known 
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summer home. It remains in the Leadbetter 
family, which rents it to Justice, who works 
for a Vancouver accounting firm. 

“People constantly are stopping to take 
pictures,” Justice said. “This summer the 
Camas-Washougal Soroptimists conducted 
tours through the home, and they are 
welcome to do it again next year, if they 
choose.” 

The house has 4,200 square feet of space on 
three levels and includes 11 rooms and three 
bathrooms. It was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Homes in -1979 and is 
considered a particularly fine @rample Of the 
Queen Anne style of architecturein-a rural 
setting. The builder, Henry Pittock, came 
across the plains by wagon and ox team from 
Pennsylvania and became a typesetter for the 
Weekly Oregonian in November 1853. In 1860, 
Pittock became owner of the newspaper for 
unpaid wages and within three months 
published the first daily edition. 

Over the years, his fortunes soared. Along 
with his newspaper success, Pittock became 
involved in other pioneer enterprises. In 1866, 
he built the first paper mill in the Northwest 


at Oregon City and another on the Clackamas 
River. He organi: the Portiand Trust 
Company and the Northwest National Bank. 
He became involved in developing railroad 
lines and ran steamers on the Columbia and 
Willamette Rivers, 

in 1883, looking for a source of newsprint 
for his newspaper, Pittock bought and had 
platted the original site of Camas (then called 
La Camas) and purchased the property 
encompassing what is now Lacamas Lake and 
Lacamas Creek. He started the paper mill, 
which became one of the world’s largest and 
is now owned by the James River Corp. 

Frederick and Bertha Pittock remained at 
their wedding gift home, which they named 
Lakeside, (or more than a decade. There they 
operated a dairy farm, raised their own hay 
and fed their growing family with fruits and 
vegetables raised on the place. In 1919, 
however, wanting a quality education for 
their children, they moved to Portland. 

In 1919, also, Henry and Georgianna 
Pittock, then in their 70s, moved into the huge 
home on Imperial Heights overlooking Port- 
land that today ts heralded as the Pittock 
Mansion. 3 

Frederick and Bertha Pittock continued to 
return each summer to Lakeside to enjoy the 
quiet, cool atmosphere and to commune with 
other members of the extended families who 
owned homes around the lake. Eventually, the 
property passed to the Leadbetters and today 
remains in the possession of the family, 

Among the features Justice enjoys most are 
the leaded windows, each one individually 
created by turn-of-the-century crafismen. “T 
don’t know how they survived all these 
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ars,” she said. 
Inside the home, three fireplaces 
| are decorated with hand-carved 
wooden paneling. The dining room 
has a plate rail, picture molding 
and its own. distinetive beveled- 
glass windows. 
The second floor contains four , 
corner rooms, a spacious central 
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hall and an original bathroom. 
latter contains a mammoth can, 
one of the original fixtures. mit is 
exactly the same tub as is found in 
the Pittock Mansion in Portland,” 
Justice said. “In fact, when I was 
touring that house once | blurted 
out ‘Why, that’s my tub!’ and 
startled the other visitors."’ 

One room on the second floor, 
Once the nursery, contains a fire. 
place with a carved wood and 
mirrored mantel. Applied to the 
face of the lintel are five painted 


tiles illustrating such nursery 


“rhymes as Little Miss M 
Little Bo Peep, etc. a 
The third flood is the most 
delightful in the home. Featured is 
a schoo] room wilh a coved 
circular ceiling 


in a new house if you gave me 
One.” 


